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UNITED STATES

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20549

SCHEDULE 14A

Proxy Statement Pursuant to Section 14(a) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934

Filed by the Registrant [ X ]

Filed by a party other than the Registrant [ ]

Check the appropriate box:

[ ] Preliminary Proxy Statement

[ ] Confidential, for Use of the Commission Only (as permitted by Rule 14a-6(e)(2))
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[ ] Soliciting Materials under § 240.14a-12
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UNITED FIRE GROUP, INC.
118 Second Avenue SE

Cedar Rapids, lowa 52401
April 6, 2016

Dear Fellow Shareholder:

I am pleased to invite you to join us at United Fire Group, Inc.’s 2016 Annual Meeting of Shareholders. This year’s
meeting will be held in the first floor conference room of our building located at 109 Second Street SE, in Cedar
Rapids, lowa. The meeting will take place on Wednesday, May 18, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. Central Time.

At this year’s Annual Meeting, you will be asked to vote on the following proposals:

Item Recommended Vote
Election of one (1) Class C Director and four (4) Class B Directors identified in the

1. FOR
attached proxy statement.
Ratification of the Audit Committee’s appointment of the Company’s independent

2. . : o FOR
registered public accounting firm for 2016.

3 Approval, on an advisory basis, of the compensation of the Company’s named FOR

executive officers.
Management will also report on United Fire Group, Inc.’s business and shareholders will have an opportunity to ask
questions of management and Ernst & Young LLP.
Attached you will find a notice of the meeting and a proxy statement that contains additional information about the
meeting and explains the methods you can use to vote your proxy, including by telephone and over the Internet.
Your vote is important. Whether or not you plan to attend the meeting, we encourage you to sign your proxy card and
return it in the enclosed postage-paid envelope or vote by telephone or Internet prior to the meeting. This ensures that
your shares of Company Common Stock will be represented and voted at the meeting, even if you cannot attend.
For the Board of Directors,
Jack B. Evans
Chairman of the Board
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UNITED FIRE GROUP, INC.

118 Second Avenue SE

Cedar Rapids, lowa 52401

NOTICE OF 2016 ANNUAL MEETING OF SHAREHOLDERS OF UNITED FIRE GROUP, INC.

DATE AND TIME: Wednesday, May 18, 2016, at 10:00 a.m. Central Time

PLACE: United Fire Group, Inc., First Floor Conference Room, 109 Second Street SE, Cedar Rapids, lowa

ITEMS OF BUSINESS: At the meeting, we will ask shareholders to:
Elect one (1) Class C Director to serve the remainder of an unexpired term expiring in 2018, and four (4) Class B
Directors identified in the attached proxy statement to three-year terms expiring in 2019.
Ratify the Audit Committee’s appointment of Ernst & Young LLP as our independent registered public accounting

)firm for 2016.

3) Approve, on an advisory basis, the compensation of our named executive officers.

1) Vote upon such other matters as may properly come before the meeting or at any adjournment or postponement
thereof.

WHO CAN VOTE: You can vote if you were a shareholder of record on March 18, 2016.

On or about April 6, 2016, we will mail to our shareholders a Notice Regarding the Availability of

2015 Proxy Materials, which will indicate how to access our proxy materials on the Internet. By furnishing
ANNUAL . . o . . .
REPORT: the Notice Regarding the Availability of Proxy Materials, we are lowering the costs and reducing the

environmental impact of our Annual Meeting.
The Board of Directors recommends that shareholders vote FOR each director nominee named in Item 1 of the
attached proxy statement and FOR Items 2 and 3.
By Order of the Board of Directors,
Neal R. Scharmer
Corporate Secretary
Dated at Cedar Rapids, lowa
April 6, 2016
Your vote is important. Instructions on how to vote are contained in this proxy statement and in the Notice of Internet
Availability of Proxy Materials. Please cast your vote by telephone or over the Internet as described in those materials.
Alternatively, if you requested a copy of the proxy/voting instruction card by mail, you may mark, sign, date and
return the proxy/voting instruction card in the envelope provided.
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UNITED FIRE GROUP, INC.

118 Second Avenue SE

Cedar Rapids, lowa 52401

PROXY STATEMENT FOR THE

ANNUAL MEETING OF SHAREHOLDERS

TO BE HELD ON MAY 18, 2016

IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING THE AVAILABILITY OF PROXY MATERIALS FOR THE ANNUAL
MEETING OF SHAREHOLDERS TO BE HELD ON MAY 18, 2016:

This Proxy Statement and the 2015 Annual Report to Shareholders are available at: http://ir.unitedfiregroup.com
under the Investor Relations tab.

This solicitation of proxies is made by the Board of Directors of United Fire Group, Inc. (the “Company,” “we,” “us,” or “our,’
as the context requires). Proxies will be used at the Annual Meeting of Shareholders of United Fire Group, Inc. (the
“Annual Meeting”), an Iowa corporation, to be held on May 18, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. Central Time, and at any
adjournment or postponement thereof. This year’s meeting will be held in the first floor conference room of our
building located at 109 Second Street SE, in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. With respect to shares of our $0.001 par value
common stock (“Company Common Stock™) held in the United Fire Group, Inc. 401(k) Plan (the “401(k) Plan”), the
Board of Directors is soliciting participants on behalf of the Trustee of the 401(k) Plan to direct the Trustee as to how
to vote the shares held in the plan.

Under rules adopted by the Securities and Exchange Commission (“SEC”), the Company has chosen to provide its
shareholders with the choice of accessing the Annual Meeting proxy materials on the Internet, rather than receiving
printed copies of those materials through the mail. In connection with this process, a Notice Regarding the
Availability of Proxy Materials (the “Notice”) is being mailed to the Company’s shareholders who have not previously
requested electronic access to its proxy materials or printed proxy materials. The Notice contains instructions on how
you may access and review the Company’s proxy materials on the Internet and how you may vote your shares over the
Internet. The Notice will also tell you how to request the Company’s proxy materials, in either printed form or by
email, at no charge. The Notice contains a control number that you will need to vote your shares. Please keep the
Notice for your reference through the meeting date.

The Company anticipates that the Notice will be mailed to shareholders and participants in the 401(k) Plan beginning
on or about April 6, 2016.

We will solicit proxies principally by mail, but our directors and employees may also solicit proxies by telephone,
facsimile, or e-mail. Our directors and employees may also conduct personal solicitations. Our directors and
employees will not receive any additional compensation in connection with their solicitation efforts.

99 ¢
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ANNUAL MEETING OF SHAREHOLDERS

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT THE ANNUAL MEETING

What is the purpose of the Annual Meeting?

At the Annual Meeting, shareholders will act upon the matters listed in the attached Notice of 2016 Annual Meeting
of Shareholders, including (i) the election of one (1) Class C Director to serve the remainder of an unexpired term
expiring in 2018, and four (4) Class B directors identified in this proxy statement to serve three-year terms expiring in
2019, (ii) the ratification of the Audit Committee’s appointment of Ernst & Young LLP as our independent registered
public accounting firm for 2016, and (iii) the approval, on an advisory basis, of the compensation of our named
executive officers. Our management will report on our performance during fiscal year 2015. Representatives of Ernst
& Young LLP will be present at the meeting, will have the opportunity to make a statement if they choose to, and will
be available to respond to appropriate shareholder questions.

Who may attend the Annual Meeting?

All shareholders of record as of March 18, 2016 or their duly appointed proxies may attend the Annual Meeting. If
you hold your shares through a broker, bank or other nominee, you will not be admitted to the Annual Meeting unless
you bring a copy of a statement (such as a brokerage statement) from your nominee reflecting your stock ownership as
of March 18, 2016.

Who is entitled to vote at the Annual Meeting?

Shareholders of Record

If your shares are registered in your name with Computershare Trust Company, N.A. our dividend agent, transfer
agent and registrar, you are considered a shareholder of record. Shareholders of record at the close of business on
March 18, 2016 are entitled to receive notice of and to vote at the Annual Meeting or at any postponement or
adjournment thereof. At the close of business on March 18, 2016, there were 25,312,925 shares of Company Common
Stock issued and outstanding. Each share of Company Common Stock entitles its record holder to one vote.
Brokerage and Other Account Holders

If your shares are held in a brokerage account or by a bank or other nominee, your name does not appear anywhere in
the Company’s shareholder records. Instead, the “street name” of your broker, bank or other nominee who holds the
shares for you appears on our records and you are the beneficial owner of the shares. Access to our proxy materials is
being forwarded to you by your brokerage firm, bank or other nominee. As the beneficial owner, you have the right to
direct your brokerage firm, bank or other nominee how to vote your beneficial shares by filling out and returning the
voting instruction form provided to you. Telephone and Internet voting options may also be available to beneficial
owners. As a beneficial owner, you are invited to attend the Annual Meeting, but you must obtain a legal proxy from
the record holder of your shares in order to vote in person at the Annual Meeting.

401(k) Plan Participants

If you are a participant in our 401(k) Plan, your proxy card shows the number of shares of Company Common Stock
held for your benefit in those plans, plus any other shares you may own. If you hold stock through the 401(k) Plan,
voting your proxy also serves as confidential voting instructions to the Trustee of the 401(k) Plan (Charles Schwab &
Co.). The Trustee will vote your shares in accordance with the specific voting instructions that you indicate on your
proxy card. If you provide no specific voting instructions, the Trustee of the 401(k) Plan will vote your shares in
proportion to the voting instructions it receives from those plan participants who do submit voting instructions.
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What constitutes a quorum for the Annual Meeting?

The presence at the Annual Meeting of a majority of the outstanding shares (50.0 percent plus one share) of Company
Common Stock represented either in person or by proxy will constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at the
meeting. Based on the number of shares outstanding on March 18, 2016, 12,656,464 shares of Company Common
Stock, represented in person or by proxy, will constitute a quorum for conducting business at the Annual Meeting.
Abstentions and broker non-votes will each be counted as present for purposes of determining the existence of a
quorum at the Annual Meeting.

A “broker non-vote” occurs when a broker lacks discretionary voting power to vote on a “non-routine” proposal and a
beneficial owner fails to give the broker voting instructions on that matter. The election of directors is not considered
a “routine” matter. Similarly, the advisory vote to approve executive compensation is not considered a “routine” matter.
Therefore, beneficial owners that hold their shares in “street name” will have to give voting instructions to their brokers
in order for a broker to vote on the election of directors and the advisory vote to approve executive compensation. The
ratification of the appointment of Ernst & Young LLP as the Company’s independent registered public accounting firm
for fiscal year 2016 is considered a “routine” matter, and brokers have the discretionary voting power to vote on this
matter without any instructions from the beneficial owners.

How do I vote my shares?

You may vote in the following ways:

In person: We will distribute paper ballots to anyone who wishes to vote in person at the Annual Meeting. However, if
you hold your shares in street name, you must request a legal proxy from your broker and bring it to the meeting in
order to vote in person at the Annual Meeting.

By mail: Complete and sign your proxy card and return it by mail in the enclosed business reply envelope. If you
mark your voting instructions on the proxy card, your shares will be voted as you instruct. If an additional proposal
comes up for a vote at the Annual Meeting that is not on the proxy card, your shares will be voted in the best
judgment of the authorized proxies, Jack B. Evans and Neal R. Scharmer.

If you sign and return your proxy card without marking voting instructions, your shares will be voted FOR the
election of each of the director nominees identified in this proxy statement, FOR the ratification of the Audit
Committee’s appointment of Ernst & Young LLP as our independent registered public accounting firm for 2016, and
FOR approval, on an advisory basis, of the resolution regarding the compensation of our named executive officers.

By telephone: To vote your shares by telephone, call the toll-free telephone number on your proxy card. You must
have a touch-tone or cellular telephone to use this voting method. You will need to follow the instructions on your
proxy card and the voice prompts to vote your shares.

Over the Internet: If you have Internet access available to you, you may go to the website listed on your proxy card to
vote your shares over the Internet. You will need to follow the instructions on your proxy card and the website to vote
your shares.

Telephone and Internet voting options are available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. The deadline for voting by
telephone or the Internet is 12:00 a.m. Central Time on March 18, 2016. When prompted, you will need to enter the
control number shown on your proxy card. You will then be able to vote your shares and confirm that your
instructions have been properly recorded. If you vote by telephone or over the Internet, your electronic vote authorizes
the proxies in the same manner as if you had signed, dated and returned your proxy card by mail. Telephone and
Internet voting procedures, including the use of control numbers found on the proxy cards, are designed to
authenticate shareholders’ identities, to allow shareholders to vote their shares securely and to confirm that their
instructions have been properly recorded. If you vote by telephone or over the Internet, you do not need to return your
proxy card.

If you hold your shares in street name, you may vote by telephone or over the Internet only if your bank, broker or
other nominee makes those methods available to you, in which case your bank, broker or other nominee will enclose
specific instructions for using those options along with this proxy statement.
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If I hold my shares in a brokerage account and do not return voting instructions, will my shares be voted?

If your shares are held in a brokerage account or by a bank or other nominee, your broker, bank or other nominee will
ask you how you want your shares to be voted. If you provide voting instructions, your shares must be voted as you
direct. If you do not furnish voting instructions, one of two things can happen, depending upon whether a proposal is
“routine.” Under the rules that govern brokers who have record ownership of shares beneficially owned by their clients,
brokers have discretion to cast votes on routine matters, such as the ratification of the choice of auditor, without
receiving voting instructions from their clients. Brokers are not permitted, however, to cast votes on “non-routine”
matters, such as the election of directors, or executive compensation matters, without receiving client voting
instructions. A “broker non-vote” occurs when a broker holding shares for a beneficial owner does not vote on a
particular proposal because the broker does not have discretionary voting authority for that proposal and has not
received voting instructions from the beneficial owner. The proposal to approve the ratification of the Audit
Committee’s appointment of Ernst & Young LLP as our independent registered public accounting firm for 2016 is the
only routine matter being voted on at the Annual Meeting and, therefore, is the only proposal that may be voted by
your broker, bank or other nominee in its discretion without having received voting instructions from you.

Can I revoke my proxy or change my vote after I return my proxy?

Yes. Even after you submit a proxy, you may revoke your proxy or change your vote at any time before the proxy is
exercised by:

delivering written notice to our transfer agent, Computershare Trust Company, N.A., at its proxy tabulation center
located at 211 Quality Circle, Suite 210, College Station, TX 77845;

delivering written notice to the Corporate Secretary of United Fire Group, Inc. at P.O. Box 73909, Cedar Rapids, Iowa
52407-3909;

executing and delivering a later-dated proxy; or

appearing and voting in person at the Annual Meeting. Attendance at the Annual Meeting will not, by itself, revoke a
previously granted proxy.

If you hold your shares in street name, you may contact your bank, broker or other nominee for instructions as to how
to revoke or change your vote.

Who pays for this proxy solicitation?

United Fire Group, Inc. will pay the total expense of this solicitation of proxies. Expenses may include reimbursement
to brokerage firms and others of their cost for forwarding solicitation materials to beneficial owners.

Does United Fire Group, Inc. deliver proxy materials electronically?

Yes. In accordance with the SEC’s “Notice and Access” rules, United Fire Group, Inc. mailed a Notice of Internet
Availability of Proxy Materials (the “Notice”) to shareholders on or about April 6, 2016. The Notice describes the
matters to be considered at the Annual Meeting and how shareholders may access the proxy materials over the
Internet. It also provides instructions on how shareholders may vote their shares. If you received the Notice, you will
not receive a printed version of the proxy materials unless you request one. If you would like to receive a printed
version of the proxy materials, free of charge, please follow the instructions in the Notice.

What are the benefits of electronic delivery?

Electronic delivery reduces United Fire Group, Inc.’s printing and mailing costs as well as the environmental impact of
the Annual Meeting. It is also a convenient way for you to receive your proxy materials and makes it easy to vote your
shares over the Internet.

How may I obtain copies of United Fire Group, Inc.’s corporate governance documents?

The following documents are available free of charge to any shareholder who requests them by writing to United Fire
Group, Inc., Attn: Investor Relations, P.O. Box 73909, Cedar Rapids, lowa 52407-3909, or on our public website,
www.unitedfiregroup.com, by selecting Investor Relations and then Corporate Governance.

Anti-Hedging Policy

€Code of Ethics and Business Conduct
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