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Information contained herein is subject to completion or amendment. A registration statement relating to these securities has been filed with the
Securities and Exchange Commission. These securities may not be sold nor may offers to buy be accepted prior to the time the registration
statement becomes effective. This document shall not constitute an offer to sell or the solicitation of any offer to buy nor shall there be any sale
of these securities in any jurisdiction in which such offer, solicitation or sale would be unlawful prior to registration or qualification under the
securities laws of any such jurisdiction.

PRELIMINARY SUBJECT TO COMPLETION DATED FEBRUARY 27, 2012
Proxy Statement Prospectus
[Peoples Logo / Letterhead] [SCBT Logo / Letterhead]
MERGER PROPOSED YOUR VOTE IS VERY IMPORTANT
Dear Shareholder:

On December 19, 2011, Peoples Bancorporation, Inc. and SCBT Financial Corporation agreed to a strategic business combination in which
Peoples will merge with and into SCBT, with SCBT continuing as the surviving corporation (which we refer to as the merger). Immediately
following the merger, The Peoples National Bank, Bank of Anderson, N.A. and Seneca National Bank, each a wholly-owned bank subsidiary of
Peoples, will merge with SCBT, N.A., a wholly-owned bank subsidiary of SCBT, with SCBT, N.A. continuing as the surviving bank (we refer
to these bank mergers collectively as the bank mergers). In the merger, each share of Peoples common stock will be converted into 0.1413 of a
share of SCBT common stock, subject to certain adjustments. The maximum number of shares of SCBT common stock to be delivered to
holders of shares of Peoples common stock upon completion of the merger is approximately [ ] shares, based on the number of shares of
Peoples common stock outstanding as of [ ] and assuming full exercise of all outstanding and unexercised stock options.

We are sending you this proxy statement/prospectus to notify you of and invite you to the special meeting of Peoples shareholders being
held to consider the Agreement and Plan of Merger, dated as of December 19, 2011, as it may be amended from time to time (which we refer to
as the merger agreement), that Peoples has entered into with SCBT, and to ask you to vote at the special meeting in favor of the approval of the
merger agreement.

The special meeting of Peoples shareholders will be held on [ ] at 1818 East Main Street, Easley, South Carolina at 10:00 a.m. local time.

At the special meeting, in addition to being asked to approve the merger agreement, you will also be asked to approve the adjournment of
the special meeting, if necessary or appropriate, to solicit additional proxies in favor of the approval of the merger agreement. You will also be
asked to approve, on an advisory (non-binding) basis, the compensation that may be paid or become payable to Peoples' named executive
officers in connection with the merger.

The market value of the merger consideration will fluctuate with the market price of SCBT common stock and will not be known at the
time you vote on the merger. SCBT common stock is currently quoted on the NASDAQ Global Market under the symbol "SCBT." On [ ], the
last practicable trading day before the date of this proxy statement/prospectus, the closing share price of SCBT common stock was $[ ] per

share as reported on the NASDAQ Global Market. We urge you to obtain current market quotations for SCBT and Peoples.

The merger is intended to be treated as a reorganization within the meaning of Section 368(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as
amended, and holders of Peoples common stock are not expected to recognize any gain or loss for U.S. federal income tax purposes on the
exchange of shares of Peoples common stock for shares of SCBT common stock in the merger, except with respect to any cash received in lieu
of fractional shares of SCBT common stock.

Your vote is important. We cannot complete the merger unless Peoples' shareholders approve the merger agreement. In order for the merger
to be approved, at least two-thirds of the shares of Peoples common stock outstanding and entitled to vote must be voted in favor of approval of
the merger agreement. Regardless of whether or not you plan to attend the special meeting, please take the time to vote your shares in
accordance with the instructions contained in this proxy statement/prospectus. Failing to vote will have the same effect as voting against
the merger.

Peoples' board of directors unanimously recommends that Peoples shareholders vote "FOR" the approval of the merger
agreement, ""FOR'' the approval of the adjournment of the special meeting, if necessary or appropriate, to solicit additional proxies in
favor of the approval of the merger agreement
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and "FOR" the approval, on an advisory (non-binding) basis, of the compensation that may be paid or become payable to Peoples'
named executive officers in connection with the merger.

This proxy statement/prospectus describes the special meeting, the merger, the documents related to the merger and other related matters.
Please carefully read this entire proxy statement/prospectus, including "Risk Factors," beginning on page [ ], for a discussion of the risks
relating to the proposed merger. You also can obtain information about SCBT from documents that it has filed with the Securities and Exchange
Commission.

If you have any questions concerning the merger, please contact Robert E. Dye, Jr., Corporate Secretary, 1818 East Main Street, Easley,
South Carolina 29640, at (864) 859-2265. We look forward to seeing you in Easley.

George B. Nalley, Jr.
Chairman of the Board
Peoples Bancorporation, Inc.

Neither the Securities and Exchange Commission, the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, the Office of the
Comptroller of the Currency, the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, nor any state securities commission or any other bank
regulatory agency has approved or disapproved the securities to be issued in the merger or determined if this proxy
statement/prospectus is accurate or adequate. Any representation to the contrary is a criminal offense.

The securities to be issued in the merger are not savings or deposit accounts or other obligations of any bank or non-bank
subsidiary of either SCBT or Peoples, and they are not insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation or any other
governmental agency.

The date of this proxy statement/prospectus is [ ], and it is first being mailed or otherwise delivered to Peoples shareholders on or about

[ 1
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[Peoples Logo / Letterhead]
NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING OF SHAREHOLDERS
To the Shareholders of Peoples Bancorporation, Inc.:

Peoples Bancorporation, Inc. will hold a special meeting of shareholders at 10:00 a.m. local time, on [ ], at 1818 East Main Street, Easley,
South Carolina to consider and vote upon the following matters:

a proposal to approve the Agreement and Plan of Merger, dated as of December 19, 2011, by and between SCBT Financial
Corporation and Peoples Bancorporation, Inc., pursuant to which Peoples will merge with SCBT as more fully described in

the attached proxy statement/prospectus;

a proposal to approve the adjournment of the special meeting, if necessary or appropriate, to solicit additional proxies in
favor of the approval of the merger agreement; and

a proposal to approve, on an advisory (non-binding) basis, the compensation that may be paid or become payable to Peoples'
named executive officers in connection with the merger.

We have fixed the close of business on [ ] as the record date for the special meeting. Only Peoples shareholders of record at that time are
entitled to notice of, and to vote at, the special meeting, or any adjournment or postponement of the special meeting. In order for the merger to
be approved, two-thirds of the shares of Peoples common stock outstanding and entitled to vote must be voted in favor of approval of the merger
agreement.

Your vote is very important. We cannot complete the merger unless Peoples' common shareholders approve the merger agreement.
Failure to vote will have the same effect as voting against the merger.

Regardless of whether you plan to attend the special meeting, please vote as soon as possible. If you hold stock in your name as a
shareholder of record, please complete, sign, date and return the accompanying proxy card in the enclosed postage-paid return
envelope. If you hold your stock in '"'street name'' through a bank or broker, please follow the instructions on the voting instruction card
furnished by the record holder.

The enclosed proxy statement/prospectus provides a detailed description of the special meeting, the merger, the documents related to the
merger and other related matters. We urge you to read the proxy statement/prospectus, including any documents incorporated in the proxy
statement/prospectus by reference, and its appendices carefully and in their entirety. If you have any questions concerning the merger or the
proxy statement/prospectus, would like additional copies of the proxy statement/prospectus or need help voting your shares of Peoples common
stock, please contact Robert E. Dye, Jr., Corporate Secretary, 1818 East Main Street, Easley, South Carolina 29640, at (864) 859-2265.

Under South Carolina law, Peoples shareholders are or may be entitled to assert dissenters' rights with respect to the proposed merger and
to seek judicial appraisal of the fair value of their shares upon compliance with the requirements of South Carolina law. We have described
dissenters' rights under South Carolina law in the proxy statement/prospectus and we have also included a copy of Chapter 13 of the South
Carolina Business Corporation Act as Annex C to the proxy statement/prospectus. We urge any Peoples shareholder who wishes to assert
dissenters' rights to read the statute carefully and to consult legal counsel before attempting to assert dissenters' rights.

Peoples' board of directors has unanimously approved the merger and the merger agreement and unanimously recommends that
Peoples shareholders vote "FOR'' the approval of the merger agreement, ""FOR'' the approval of the adjournment of the special
meeting, if necessary or appropriate, to solicit additional proxies in favor of such approval and '""FOR" the approval, on an advisory
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(non-binding) basis, of the compensation that may be paid or become payable to Peoples' named executive officers in connection with
the merger.

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS,

Robert E. Dye, Jr.
Corporate Secretary

Easley, South Carolina
[ 1]
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REFERENCES TO ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

This proxy statement/prospectus incorporates important business and financial information about SCBT Financial Corporation from
documents filed with or furnished to the Securities and Exchange Commission, or SEC, that are not included in or delivered with this proxy
statement/prospectus. You can obtain any of the documents filed with or furnished to the SEC by SCBT, as well as any documents filed with or
furnished to the SEC by Peoples, at no cost from the SEC's website at http://www.sec.gov. You may also request copies of these documents,
including documents incorporated by reference in this proxy statement/prospectus, at no cost by contacting the appropriate company at the
following address:

SCBT Financial Corporation Peoples Bancorporation, Inc.
520 Gervais Street 1818 East Main Street
Columbia, South Carolina 29201 Easley, South Carolina 29640
Attention: Secretary Attention: Secretary
Telephone: (800) 277-2175 Telephone: (864) 859-2265

You will not be charged for any of these documents that you request. To obtain timely delivery of these documents, you must
request them no later than five business days before the date of the special meeting. This means that Peoples shareholders requesting
documents must do so by [ ], in order to receive them before the special meeting.

In addition, if you have questions about the merger or the Peoples special meeting, need additional copies of this proxy
statement/prospectus or need to obtain proxy cards or other information related to the proxy solicitation, you may contact Robert E. Dye, Jr.,
Corporate Secretary, at the following address and telephone number:

1818 East Main Street
Easley, South Carolina 29640
(864) 859-2265

See "Where You Can Find More Information" for more details.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT THE MERGER AND THE PEOPLES SPECIAL MEETING

The following are some questions that you may have about the merger and the Peoples special meeting, and brief answers to those
questions. We urge you to read carefully the remainder of this proxy statement/prospectus because the information in this section does
not provide all of the information that might be important to you with respect to the merger and the Peoples special meeting. Additional
important information is also contained in the documents incorporated by reference into this proxy statement/prospectus. See ''Where
You Can Find More Information."

Unless the context otherwise requires, references in this proxy statement/prospectus to '"Peoples' refer to Peoples
Bancorporation, Inc., a South Carolina corporation, and its affiliates. Unless the context otherwise requires, references in this proxy
statement/prospectus to '""'SCBT"' refer to SCBT Financial Corporation, a South Carolina corporation, and its affiliates.

Q:

What am I being asked to vote on at the Peoples special meeting?

SCBT and Peoples have entered into an Agreement and Plan of Merger, dated as of December 19, 2011, which we refer to as the
merger agreement, pursuant to which SCBT has agreed to acquire Peoples. Under the terms of the merger agreement, Peoples will
merge with and into SCBT, with SCBT continuing as the surviving entity. We refer to this transaction as the merger. Immediately
following the merger, The Peoples National Bank, Bank of Anderson, N.A. and Seneca National Bank, each a wholly-owned bank
subsidiary of Peoples, will merge with and into SCBT, N.A., a wholly-owned bank subsidiary of SCBT, with SCBT, N.A. continuing
as the surviving bank (we refer to these bank mergers collectively as the bank mergers). Peoples shareholders are being asked to
approve the merger agreement and the transactions it contemplates, including the merger.

Peoples shareholders are also being asked to approve the adjournment of the special meeting, if necessary or appropriate, to solicit
additional proxies in favor of the approval of the merger agreement. We refer to this as the adjournment proposal.

In addition, Peoples shareholders will also consider and vote, on an advisory (non-binding) basis, on a proposal to approve the
compensation that may be paid or become payable to Peoples' named executive officers in connection with the merger, including the
agreements and understandings pursuant to which such compensation may be paid or become payable. We refer to this as the
compensation proposal.

What will I receive in the merger?

If the merger is completed, you will receive 0.1413 of a share of SCBT common stock, which we refer to as the exchange ratio, subject
to certain adjustments, for each share of Peoples common stock that you hold immediately prior to the merger. SCBT will not issue
any fractional shares of SCBT common stock in the merger. Peoples shareholders who would otherwise be entitled to a fractional
share of SCBT common stock upon the completion of the merger will instead receive an amount in cash based on the average price per
share of SCBT common stock for the 10 trading days immediately preceding (but not including) the day on which the merger is
completed, which we refer to as the SCBT closing share value.

Will the value of the merger consideration change between the date of this proxy statement/prospectus and the time the
merger is completed?

The value of the merger consideration may fluctuate between the date of this proxy statement/prospectus and the completion of the
merger based upon the market value for SCBT common stock. In the merger you will receive a fraction of a share of SCBT common
stock for each share of Peoples common stock you hold. Any fluctuation in the market price of SCBT common stock

13
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after the after the date of this proxy statement/prospectus will change the value of the shares of SCBT common stock that you will
receive.

How does Peoples' board of directors recommend that I vote at the special meeting?

Peoples' board of directors unanimously recommends that you vote "FOR" the proposal to approve the merger agreement, "FOR" the
adjournment proposal and "FOR" the compensation proposal.

When and where is the Peoples special meeting?

The Peoples special meeting will be held at 1818 East Main Street, Easley, South Carolina on [ ], at 10:00 a.m. local time.

What do I need to do now?

After you have carefully read this proxy statement/prospectus and have decided how you wish to vote your shares, please vote your
shares promptly so that your shares are represented and voted at the special meeting. If you hold your shares in your name as a
shareholder of record, you must complete, sign, date and mail your proxy card in the enclosed postage-paid return envelope as soon as
possible. If you hold your shares in "street name" through a bank or broker, you must direct your bank or broker to vote in accordance
with the instructions you have received from your bank or broker. "Street name" shareholders who wish to vote in person at the special
meeting will need to obtain a proxy form from the institution that holds their shares.

What constitutes a quorum for the special meeting?

The presence at the special meeting, in person or by proxy, of holders of a majority of the outstanding shares of Peoples common stock
entitled to vote at the special meeting will constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. Abstentions and broker non-votes will
be included in determining the number of shares present at the meeting for the purpose of determining the presence of a quorum. A
broker non-vote occurs under stock exchange rules when a broker is not permitted to vote on a matter without instructions from the
beneficial owner of the shares and no instruction is given.

What is the vote required to approve each proposal at the Peoples special meeting?

Approval of the merger agreement requires the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the outstanding shares of Peoples common stock as of
the close of business on [ ], the record date for the special meeting. If you fail to vote, mark "ABSTAIN" on your proxy or fail
to instruct your bank or broker with respect to the proposal to approve the merger agreement, it will have the same effect as a vote
"AGAINST" the proposal.

The adjournment proposal and the compensation proposal will be approved if the number of shares, represented in person or by proxy
at the special meeting and entitled to vote thereon, voted in favor of each such proposal exceeds the number of shares voted against
such proposal.

What will happen if Peoples' shareholders do not approve, on an advisory (non-binding) basis, the compensation payable to
Peoples' named executive officers in connection with the merger?

The vote on the compensation proposal is a vote separate and apart from the vote to approve the merger agreement. You may vote for
the compensation proposal and against the proposal to approve the merger agreement, and vice versa. Because the vote on the
compensation proposal is advisory only, it will not be binding on either Peoples or SCBT. Accordingly, because Peoples is

14
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contractually obligated to pay the compensation, if the merger is completed, the compensation will be payable, subject only to the
conditions applicable thereto, regardless of the outcome of the advisory (non-binding) vote.

Why is my vote important?

If you do not vote, it may be more difficult for Peoples to obtain the necessary quorum to hold its special meeting. In addition, your
failure to vote, or failure to instruct your bank or broker as to how to vote, will have the same effect as a vote against approval of the
merger agreement. The merger agreement must be approved by two-thirds of the outstanding shares of Peoples common stock entitled
to vote at the special meeting. Peoples' board of directors unanimously recommends that you vote to approve the merger agreement.

If my shares of common stock are held in "'street name'' by my bank or broker, will my bank or broker automatically vote my
shares for me?

No. Your bank or broker cannot vote your shares without instructions from you. You should instruct your bank or broker as to how to
vote your shares in accordance with the instructions provided to you. Please check the voting form used by your bank or broker.

What if I abstain from voting or fail to instruct my bank or broker?

If you fail to vote, mark "ABSTAIN" on your proxy or fail to instruct your bank or broker with respect to the proposal to approve the
merger agreement, it will have the same effect as a vote "AGAINST" the proposal. However, if you mark "ABSTAIN" on your proxy
with respect to the adjournment proposal or the compensation proposal, or if you fail to vote or fail to instruct your bank or broker
with respect to the adjournment proposal or the compensation proposal, it will have no effect on the adjournment proposal or the
compensation proposal.

Can I attend the special meeting and vote my shares in person?

Yes. All shareholders, including shareholders of record and shareholders who hold their shares through banks, brokers, nominees or
any other holder of record, are invited to attend the special meeting. Holders of record of Peoples common stock can vote in person at
the special meeting. If you are not a shareholder of record, you must obtain a proxy, executed in your favor, from the record holder of
your shares, such as a broker, bank or other nominee, to be able to vote in person at the special meeting. If you plan to attend the
special meeting, you must hold your shares in your own name or have a letter from the record holder of your shares confirming your
ownership. In addition, you must bring a form of personal photo identification with you in order to be admitted. Peoples reserves the
right to refuse admittance to anyone without proper proof of share ownership or without proper photo identification. The use of
cameras, sound recording equipment, communications devices or any similar equipment during the special meeting is prohibited
without Peoples' express written consent.

Can I change my vote?

Yes. If you are a holder of record of Peoples common stock, you may revoke any proxy at any time before it is voted by (1) signing
and returning a proxy card with a later date, (2) delivering a written revocation letter to Peoples' corporate secretary or (3) attending
the special meeting in person, notifying the corporate secretary and voting by ballot at the special meeting. Attendance at the special
meeting will not automatically revoke your proxy. A revocation or later-dated proxy received by Peoples after the vote will not affect
the vote. Peoples' corporate secretary's mailing address is: Corporate Secretary, Peoples Bancorporation, Inc., 1818 East Main Street,
Easley,

16
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South Carolina 29640. If you hold your shares in "street name" through a bank or broker, you should contact your bank or broker to
revoke your proxy.

Will Peoples be required to submit the proposal to approve the merger agreement to its shareholders even if Peoples' board of
directors has withdrawn, modified or qualified its recommendation?

Yes. Unless the merger agreement is terminated before the Peoples special meeting, Peoples is required to submit the proposal to
approve the merger agreement to its shareholders even if Peoples' board of directors has withdrawn or modified its recommendation.

What are the U.S. federal income tax consequences of the merger to Peoples shareholders?

The merger is intended to qualify as a "reorganization" within the meaning of Section 368(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as
amended, which we refer to as the Code, and holders of Peoples common stock are not expected to recognize any gain or loss for U.S.
federal income tax purposes on the exchange of shares of Peoples common stock for shares of SCBT common stock in the merger,
except with respect to any cash received instead of fractional shares of SCBT common stock.

For further information, see "Material U.S. Federal Income Tax Consequences of the Merger."

The U.S. federal income tax consequences described above may not apply to all holders of Peoples common stock. Your tax
consequences will depend on your individual situation. Accordingly, we strongly urge you to consult your tax advisor for a full
understanding of the particular tax consequences of the merger to you.

What if I want to exercise dissenters' rights?

If you want to exercise dissenters' rights and receive the fair value of your Peoples shares in cash instead of the merger consideration
described in this proxy statement/prospectus, (1) you must give Peoples written notice, before the vote on the proposal to approve the
merger agreement, of your intent to demand payment for your shares if the merger is consummated, (2) you must not vote your shares
"FOR" the approval of the merger agreement and (3) you must follow certain other procedures after the Peoples special meeting, as
described in Annex C. You may notify Peoples of your intent to demand payment for your shares if the merger agreement is approved
by providing written notice to: Corporate Secretary, Peoples Bancorporation, Inc., 1818 East Main Street, Easley, South Carolina
29640. If you return a signed proxy without voting instructions and your shares are automatically voted in favor of the merger
agreement, such vote will not disqualify you from demanding payment for your shares. For further information, see "The

Merger Dissenters' Rights in the Merger."

If I am a Peoples shareholder, should I send in my Peoples stock certificates now?

No. Please do not send in your Peoples stock certificates with your proxy. After the merger, an exchange agent designated by SCBT
will send you instructions for exchanging Peoples stock certificates for the merger consideration. See "The Merger
Agreement Conversion of Shares; Exchange of Certificates."

What should I do if I hold my shares of Peoples common stock in book-entry form?

You are not required to take any specific actions if your shares of Peoples common stock are held in book-entry form. After the
completion of the merger, shares of Peoples common stock held in book-entry form automatically will be exchanged for the merger
consideration, including shares of
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SCBT common stock in book-entry form and any cash to be paid in exchange for fractional shares in the merger.

Q:
Whom may I contact if I cannot locate my Peoples stock certificate(s)?

A:
If you are unable to locate your original Peoples stock certificate(s), you should contact Registrar and Transfer Company, Attn: Lost
Certificate Department at 10 Commerce Drive, Cranford, NJ 07016 or at 800-368-5948.

Q:
When do you expect to complete the merger?

A:
Peoples and SCBT expect to complete the merger in the second quarter of 2012. However, neither Peoples nor SCBT can assure you
when or if the merger will occur. Peoples and SCBT must first obtain the approval of Peoples shareholders and the necessary
regulatory approvals.

Q:
Whom should I call with questions?

A:

If you have any questions concerning the merger or this proxy statement/prospectus, would like additional copies of this proxy
statement/prospectus or need help voting your shares of Peoples common stock, please contact: Robert E. Dye, Jr., Corporate
Secretary, 1818 East Main Street, Easley, South Carolina 29640, at (864) 859-2265.
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SUMMARY

This summary highlights selected information from this proxy statement/prospectus. It may not contain all of the information that
is important to you. We urge you to read carefully the entire proxy statement/prospectus, including the appendices, and the other
documents to which we refer in order to fully understand the merger. See '"Where You Can Find More Information.' Each item in this
summary refers to the page of this proxy statement/prospectus on which that subject is discussed in more detail.

In the Merger, Peoples Shareholders Will Receive Shares of SCBT Common Stock (page [ 1)

If the merger is completed, you will receive 0.1413 of a share of SCBT common stock for each share of Peoples common stock you hold
immediately prior to the merger. SCBT will not issue any fractional shares of SCBT common stock in the merger. Peoples shareholders who
would otherwise be entitled to a fraction of a share of SCBT common stock upon the completion of the merger will instead receive, for the

fraction of a share, an amount in cash based on the SCBT closing share value. For example, if you hold 100 shares of Peoples common stock,
you will receive fourteen shares of SCBT common stock and a cash payment instead of the 0.13 shares of SCBT common stock that you
otherwise would have received (100 shares x 0.1413 = 14.13 shares).

The merger agreement governs the merger. The merger agreement is included in this proxy statement/prospectus as Annex A. Please read
the merger agreement carefully. All descriptions in this summary and elsewhere in this proxy statement/prospectus of the terms and conditions
of the merger are qualified by reference to the merger agreement.

Peoples' Board of Directors Unanimously Recommends that Peoples Shareholders Vote "FOR'' the Approval of the Merger Agreement
(page[ D

Peoples' board of directors has determined that the merger, the merger agreement and the transactions contemplated by the merger
agreement are advisable and in the best interests of Peoples and its shareholders and has unanimously approved the merger and the merger
agreement. Peoples' board of directors unanimously recommends that Peoples shareholders vote "FOR" the approval of the merger agreement.
For the factors considered by Peoples' board of directors in reaching its decision to approve the merger agreement, see "The Merger Peoples'
Reasons for the Merger; Recommendation of Peoples' Board of Directors."

Scott & Stringfellow, LL.C Has Provided an Opinion to Peoples' Board of Directors Regarding the Merger Consideration (page [ ]
and Annex B)

On December 16, 2011, Scott & Stringfellow, LLC, Peoples' financial advisor in connection with the merger, rendered its oral opinion to
the Peoples board of directors, subsequently confirmed in writing, that as of such date and based upon and subject to the assumptions,
procedures, considerations, qualifications, and limitations set forth in the written opinion, the merger considerations, qualifications and
limitations set forth in the written opinion, the merger consideration was fair, from a financial point of view, to the holders of shares of Peoples
common stock.

The full text of Scott & Stringfellow's opinion, dated December 16, 2011, is attached as Annex B to this proxy statement/prospectus. You
should read the opinion in its entirety for a discussion of the assumptions made, procedures followed, factors considered and limitations upon the
review undertaken by Scott & Stringfellow in rendering its opinion.

For further information, see "The Merger Opinion of Scott & Stringfellow, LLC"
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What Holders of Peoples Stock Options and Other Equity-Based Awards Will Receive (page[ 1)

If the merger is completed, each option to purchase shares of Peoples common stock, which we refer to as a Peoples option, that is
outstanding immediately prior to the closing of the merger, whether vested or unvested, will be converted into the right to receive an amount in
cash, which we refer to as the Black-Scholes amount. The Black-Scholes amount will be determined by an accounting firm selected by SCBT
and shall be calculated pursuant to the Black-Scholes valuation methodology consistently applied and based on certain assumptions.

If the merger is completed, each restricted share of Peoples common stock, which we refer to as a Peoples restricted share, that is
outstanding immediately prior to the closing of the merger will vest in full and become free of all restrictions as of the closing of the merger. At
the closing of the merger, the holder of such Peoples restricted shares will be entitled to receive the merger consideration in respect of each of
his or her Peoples restricted shares.

Peoples Will Hold its Special Meeting on [ ] (page[ 1)

The special meeting of Peoples shareholders will be held on [ ], at 10:00 am local time, at 1818 East Main Street, Easley, South Carolina.
At the special meeting, Peoples shareholders will be asked to:

approve the merger agreement and the transactions it contemplates;

approve the adjournment of the special meeting, if necessary or appropriate, to solicit additional proxies in favor of the
approval of the merger agreement; and

approve, on an advisory (non-binding) basis, the compensation that may be paid or become payable to Peoples' named
executive officers in connection with the merger.

Only holders of record at the close of business on [ ] will be entitled to vote at the special meeting. Each share of Peoples common stock
is entitled to one vote on each proposal to be considered at the Peoples special meeting. As of the record date, there were [ ] shares of Peoples
common stock entitled to vote at the special meeting. Each of the directors of Peoples and Alexander C. Dye, Director of Expansion and
Development of Peoples, has entered into a voting agreement with SCBT, pursuant to which they have agreed, solely in their capacity as Peoples
shareholders, to vote all of their shares of Peoples common stock in favor of the proposals to be presented at the special meeting. As of the
record date, Peoples directors who are parties to the voting agreements and Alexander C. Dye, who is neither an executive officer nor a director
of Peoples, owned and were entitled to vote an aggregate of approximately [ ] shares of Peoples common stock, which represents
approximately [ ]% of the shares of Peoples common stock outstanding on that date. As of the record date, the directors and executive officers
of Peoples beneficially owned and were entitled to vote approximately [ ] shares of Peoples common stock representing approximately [ 1%
of the shares of Peoples common stock outstanding on that date, and held options to purchase [ ] shares of Peoples common stock and [ ]
shares underlying restricted stock awards. As of the record date, SCBT and its subsidiaries held [ ] shares of Peoples common stock (other than
shares held as fiduciary, custodian or agent), and its directors and executive officers or their affiliates held [ ] shares of Peoples common stock.

To approve the merger agreement, two-thirds of the outstanding shares of Peoples common stock entitled to vote at the special meeting
must be voted in favor of approving the merger agreement. Because approval is based on the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the shares
outstanding, your failure to vote, failure to instruct your bank or broker how to vote with respect to the proposal to approve the merger
agreement or abstention will have the same effect as a vote against approval of the merger agreement.
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The adjournment proposal and the compensation proposal will be approved if the number of shares, represented in person or by proxy at the
special meeting and entitled to vote thereon, voted in favor of each such proposal exceeds the number of shares voted against such proposal.
Therefore, if you mark "ABSTAIN" on your proxy with respect to the adjournment proposal or the compensation proposal, or if you fail to vote
or fail to instruct your bank or broker with respect to the adjournment proposal or the compensation proposal, it will have no effect on the
adjournment proposal or the compensation proposal.

The Merger Is Intended to Be Tax-Free to Holders of Peoples Common Stock as to the Shares of SCBT Common Stock They Receive
(page[ D

The merger is intended to qualify as a "reorganization" within the meaning of Section 368(a) of the Code, and it is a condition to the
respective obligations of SCBT and Peoples to complete the merger that each of SCBT and Peoples receive a legal opinion to that effect.
Accordingly, the merger generally will be tax-free to a holder of Peoples common stock for U.S. federal income tax purposes as to the shares of
SCBT common stock he or she receives in the merger, except for any gain or loss that may result from the receipt of cash instead of fractional
shares of SCBT common stock that such holder of Peoples common stock would otherwise be entitled to receive.

For further information, see "Material U.S. Federal Income Tax Consequences of the Merger."

The U.S. federal income tax consequences described above may not apply to all holders of Peoples common stock. Your tax consequences
will depend on your individual situation. Accordingly, we strongly urge you to consult your tax advisor for a full understanding of the particular
tax consequences of the merger to you.

Peoples' Officers and Directors Have Financial Interests in the Merger that Differ from Your Interests (page [ 1)

Peoples shareholders should be aware that some of Peoples' directors and executive officers have interests in the merger and have
arrangements that are different from, or in addition to, those of Peoples shareholders generally. These interests and arrangements may create
potential conflicts of interest. Peoples' board of directors was aware of these interests and considered these interests, among other matters, when
making its decision to approve the merger agreement, and in recommending that Peoples' shareholders vote in favor of approving the merger
agreement.

Peoples is party to employment agreements with L. Andrew Westbrook, III, and William B. West that provide for a lump sum cash
payment upon a change in control of Peoples. Each of Peoples' named executive officers is party to a salary continuation agreement which
provides for enhanced deferred compensation benefits upon a change in control. However, because R. Riggie Ridgeway is already fully vested
in his deferred compensation benefits under his salary continuation agreement, he does not receive the benefit of additional vesting as a result of
the merger.

Each Peoples option that is outstanding immediately prior to the effective time of the merger, whether vested or unvested, will be converted
into an obligation of SCBT to pay each holder an amount equal to the product of (i) the applicable per share Black-Scholes amount and (ii) the
number of shares of Peoples common stock subject to the Peoples option. Each outstanding Peoples restricted share will vest at the effective
time of the merger and the holders of Peoples restricted shares will be entitled to the merger consideration for each such Peoples restricted share.

For a more complete description of these interests, see "The Merger Interests of Peoples' Directors and Executive Officers in the Merger"
and "The Merger Agreement Treatment of Peoples Stock Options and Other Equity-Based Awards."
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Peoples Shareholders Who Do Not Vote '"For'' the Merger Will Have Dissenters' Rights (page[ ])

Under South Carolina law, which is the law under which Peoples is incorporated, the holders of Peoples common stock will be entitled to
dissenters' rights in connection with the merger, provided they (1) give Peoples written notice, before the vote on the proposal to approve the
merger agreement, of their intent to demand payment for their shares if the merger is consummated, (2) do not vote "FOR" the approval of the
merger agreement and (3) comply with all other applicable statutory procedures for asserting dissenters' rights required by South Carolina law.
You may notify Peoples of your intent to demand payment for your shares if the merger is consummated by providing written notice to:
Corporate Secretary, Peoples Bancorporation, Inc., 1818 East Main Street, Easley, South Carolina 29640. If you wish to dissent and you execute
and return a proxy in the accompanying form, you must not vote "FOR" the approval of the merger agreement. If you do not return your proxy,
or you return your proxy without specifying how you wish to vote and your proxy is automatically voted in favor of the merger agreement, then
you will not be disqualified from exercising your dissenters' rights. Shareholders who exercise their dissenters' rights by complying with the
applicable statutory procedures required by South Carolina law will be entitled to receive payment in cash for the fair value of their shares as
defined by South Carolina law, and, in the event that Peoples and such shareholders cannot agree on the fair value of their shares, in a judicial
proceeding. The procedures to be followed by dissenting shareholders are described below in "The Merger Dissenters' Rights in the Merger."

Conditions That Must Be Satisfied or Waived for the Merger to Occur (page [ 1)

Currently, Peoples and SCBT expect to complete the merger in the second quarter of 2012. As more fully described in this proxy
statement/prospectus and in the merger agreement, the completion of the merger depends on a number of conditions being satisfied or, where
legally permissible, waived. These conditions include, among others, approval of the merger agreement by Peoples' shareholders, the receipt of
certain required regulatory approvals, and the receipt of legal opinions by each company regarding the U.S. federal income tax treatment of the
merger.

Neither Peoples nor SCBT can be certain when, or if, the conditions to the merger will be satisfied or waived, or that the merger will be
completed.
Termination of the Merger Agreement (page [ 1)

The merger agreement can be terminated at any time prior to completion of the merger by mutual consent, or by either party in the
following circumstances:

the merger has not been completed by September 19, 2012 (we refer to this date as the end date), if the failure to complete
the merger by that date is not caused by the terminating party's breach of the merger agreement;

any required regulatory approval has been denied by the relevant regulatory authority and this denial has become final and
nonappealable, or a regulatory authority has issued a final, nonappealable injunction permanently enjoining or otherwise

prohibiting the completion of the merger or the other transactions contemplated by the merger agreement; or

there is a breach by the other party that would cause the failure of the closing conditions described above, and the breach is
not cured prior to the earlier of September 19, 2012 and 30 business days following written notice of the breach.

In addition, SCBT may terminate the merger agreement in the following circumstances:

Peoples' board of directors fails to recommend to the Peoples shareholders that they approve the merger agreement or
withdraws, modifies or qualifies, or proposes or resolves to withdraw, modify or qualify, such recommendation in a manner
adverse to SCBT;
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Peoples' board of directors fails to comply in all material respects with its non-solicitation obligations described below in
"The Merger Agreement Agreement Not to Solicit Other Offers" or its obligations with respect to calling shareholder
meetings and acquisition proposals described below in "The Merger Agreement Peoples Shareholder Meeting and

Recommendation of Peoples' Board of Directors";

Peoples' board of directors approves, recommends or endorses, or proposes or resolves to approve, recommend or endorse,
an alternative transaction or acquisition proposal, as described below in "The Merger Agreement Peoples Shareholder

Meeting and Recommendation of Peoples' Board of Directors"; or

Peoples' shareholders do not approve the merger agreement and the transactions it contemplates at the special meeting or
adjournment thereof.

Termination Fee (page[ )

If the merger agreement is terminated under certain circumstances, including circumstances involving a change in recommendation by
Peoples' board of directors, Peoples may be required to pay SCBT a termination fee of $1.5 million. The termination fee could discourage other
companies from seeking to acquire or merge with Peoples.

Regulatory Approvals Required for the Merger (page[ 1)

Both Peoples and SCBT have agreed to use their reasonable best efforts to obtain all regulatory approvals required or advisable to complete
the transactions contemplated by the merger agreement. These approvals include approvals from, among others: the Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System, or Federal Reserve Board, the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency, or OCC, and the South Carolina State Board
of Financial Institutions, or State Board. SCBT and Peoples have filed, or are in the process of filing, applications and notifications to obtain the
required regulatory approvals.

Although neither Peoples nor SCBT knows of any reason why it cannot obtain these regulatory approvals in a timely manner, Peoples and
SCBT cannot be certain when or if they will be obtained.
The Rights of Peoples Shareholders Will Change as a Result of the Merger (page[ 1)

The rights of Peoples shareholders will change as a result of the merger due to differences in SCBT's and Peoples' governing documents.
The rights of Peoples shareholders are governed by South Carolina law and by Peoples' articles of incorporation and bylaws, each as amended to
date (which we refer to as Peoples' articles of incorporation and bylaws, respectively). Upon the completion of the merger, the rights of Peoples
shareholders will be governed by South Carolina law and SCBT's articles of incorporation and bylaws.

See "Comparison of Shareholders' Rights" for a description of the material differences in shareholder rights under each of the SCBT and
Peoples governing documents.
Litigation Relating to the Merger (page[ ])

Peoples and Peoples' directors are named as defendants in a lawsuit that is pending in connection with the merger. SCBT is also named as a
defendant in this lawsuit. See "The Merger Litigation Relating to the Merger."
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Information About the Companies (page [ ])
SCBT Financial Corporation

SCBT is a bank holding company, or BHC, incorporated under South Carolina law in 1985. Until February of 2004, SCBT was named
"First National Corporation." SCBT currently holds all of the stock of its subsidiary, SCBT, N.A., a national bank that opened for business in
1934. SCBT operates as South Carolina Bank and Trust, North Carolina Bank and Trust, and Community Bank and Trust. SCBT coordinates the
financial resources of the consolidated enterprise and thereby maintains financial, operational and administrative systems that allow centralized
evaluation of subsidiary operations and coordination of selected policies and activities. SCBT's operating revenues and net income are derived
primarily from cash dividends received from SCBT, N.A. At September 30, 2011, SCBT had consolidated total assets of approximately
$3.94 billion, gross loans of approximately $2.88 billion and total deposits of approximately $3.29 billion.

The principal executive offices of SCBT are located at 520 Gervais Street, Columbia, South Carolina 29201, and its telephone number is
(800) 277-2175. SCBT's website can be accessed at http://www.scbtonline.com. Information contained in SCBT's website does not constitute
part of, and is not incorporated into, this proxy statement/prospectus. SCBT common stock is quoted on the NASDAQ Global Market under the
symbol "SCBT."

Additional information about SCBT and its subsidiaries is included in documents incorporated by reference in this proxy
statement/prospectus. See "Where You Can Find More Information."

Peoples Bancorporation, Inc.

Peoples is a bank holding company incorporated in South Carolina in March of 1992. Peoples was originally incorporated for the purposes
of holding all of the stock of its subsidiary, The Peoples National Bank, and commenced operations on July 1, 1992. Peoples now has three
wholly-owned subsidiaries: The Peoples National Bank, a national bank that commenced business operations in August 1986; Bank of
Anderson, N.A., a national bank that commenced business operations in September 1998; and Seneca National Bank, a national bank that
commenced business operations in February 1999. Peoples engages in no significant operations other than the ownership of its three subsidiaries
and the support thereof. Peoples conducts its business from eight banking offices located in the Upstate Area of South Carolina. At
September 30, 2011, Peoples had assets of approximately $545.9 million, gross loans of approximately $304.6 million and total deposits of
approximately $472.3 million.

Peoples' principal executive offices are located at 1818 East Main Street, Easley, South Carolina 29640, and its telephone number is
(864) 859-2265. Peoples' website can be accessed at http://www.peoplesbc.com. Information contained in Peoples' website does not constitute
part of, and is not incorporated into, this proxy statement/prospectus.

11

25



Edgar Filing: SCBT FINANCIAL CORP - Form S-4

Table of Contents

SELECTED CONSOLIDATED HISTORICAL FINANCIAL DATA OF SCBT

The following table summarizes financial results achieved by SCBT for the periods and at the dates indicated and should be read in
conjunction with SCBT's consolidated financial statements and the notes to the consolidated financial statements contained in reports that SCBT
has previously filed with the SEC. See "Where You Can Find More Information."

As of or for the Nine
Months Ended
September 30, As of or for the Year Ended December 31,
2011 2010 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006
(in thousands, other than share data)
Summarized Income
Statement Data:
Interest income $ 127,893 $§ 115,565 $ 155,354 $ 141,798 $ 156,075 $ 149,199 $ 127,808
Interest expense 16,366 24,763 32,737 37,208 60,298 68,522 54,281
Net Interest income 111,527 90,802 122,617 104,590 95,777 80,677 73,527
Provision for loan losses 23,179 43,615 54,282 26,712 10,736 4,384 5,268
Noninterest income 45,456 124,478 137,735 26,246 19,049 27,359 23,962
Noninterest expenses 106,430 91,496 125,242 83,646 79,796 71,402 62,132
Net income before provision
for income taxes 27,374 80,169 80,828 20,478 24,294 32,250 30,089
Provision for income taxes 9,608 28,846 28,946 6,883 8,509 10,685 10,284
Net income 17,766 51,323 51,882 13,595 15,785 21,565 19,805
Preferred stock dividends and
discount accretion 4,674
Net income attributable to
common shares $ 17,766 ' $ 51,323 $ 51,882 $ 8,921 $ 15,785 $ 21,565 $ 19,805
Per Common Share Data:
Earnings per share Basic $ 1.30 $ 407 $ 411 $ 074 $ 153 $ 233 $ 2.17
Earnings per share Diluted $ 1.28 $ 404 $ 408 $ 074 $ 152 § 232 $ 2.15
Book value at end of period $ 2726 $ 2623 $ 2579 $ 2220 $ 21.77 $ 21.17 $ 18.57
Cash dividends declared $ 0.51 $ 0.51 $ 0.68 $ 0.68 $ 0.68 $ 0.68 $ 0.68
Weighted-Average Number
of Common Shares:
Basic 13,613 12,609 12,618 12,061 10,301 9,275 9,126
Diluted 13,689 12,715 12,720 12,109 10,394 9,305 9,218
Average Balance Sheet Data:
Total assets $ 3,889,735 $ 3,604,285 $ 3,617,590 $ 2,813,926 $ 2,725,955 $ 2,272,413 $ 2,051,618
Total long-term debt $ 47396 $ 90,265 $ 81,822 $ 150,446 $ 168,645 $ 109,566 $ 134,775
Total shareholders' equity $ 365,799 $ 336,250 $ 335,853 $ 291,590 $ 225484 $ 173,679 $ 155,715
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COMPARATIVE PER SHARE DATA
(Unaudited)

Presented below for SCBT and Peoples is historical, unaudited pro forma combined and pro forma equivalent per share financial data as of
and for the year ended December 31, 2010 and as of and for the nine months ended September 30, 2011. The information presented below
should be read together with the historical consolidated financial statements of SCBT and Peoples, including the related notes, in the case of
SCBT, filed by SCBT with the SEC and incorporated by reference into this proxy statement/prospectus and, in the case of Peoples, appearing
elsewhere in this proxy statement/prospectus. See "Where You Can Find More Information."

The unaudited pro forma and pro forma per equivalent share information gives effect to the merger as if the merger had been effective on
December 31, 2010 or September 30, 2011 in the case of the book value data, and as if the merger had been effective as of January 1, 2010 or
January 1, 2011 in the case of the earnings per share and the cash dividends data. The unaudited pro forma data combines the historical results of
Peoples into SCBT's consolidated statement of income. While certain adjustments were made for the estimated impact of fair value adjustments
and other acquisition-related activity, they are not indicative of what could have occurred had the acquisition taken place on January 1, 2010 or
January 1, 2011.

In addition, the unaudited pro forma data includes adjustments, which are preliminary and may be revised. The unaudited pro forma data,
while helpful in illustrating the financial characteristics of the combined company under one set of assumptions, does not reflect the impact of
factors that may result as a consequence of the merger or consider any potential impacts of current market conditions or the merger on revenues,
expense efficiencies, asset dispositions, and share repurchases, among other factors, nor the impact of possible business model changes. As a
result, unaudited pro forma data is presented for illustrative purposes only and does not represent an attempt to predict or suggest future results.

Peoples Pro
Historical SCBT Pro Forma
Forma Equivalent

SCBT Peoples Combined Per Share(1)
Basic Income (Loss) from Continuing Operations

For the year ended December 31, 2010 $ 411 $ (0.06) $ 390 $ 0.55
For the nine months ended September 30, 2011 $ 130 $ 016 $ 138 §$ 0.19
Diluted Income (Loss) from Continuing Operations

For the year ended December 31, 2010 $ 408 $ (0.06) $ 387 §$ 0.55
For the nine months ended September 30, 2011 $ 128 $ 016 $ 137 $ 0.19
Cash Dividends

For the year ended December 31, 2010 $ 068 $ $ 068 $ 0.10
For the nine months ended September 30, 2011 $ 051 § $ 051 $ 0.07
Book Value Per Common Share

As of December 31, 2010 $ 2579 $§ 564 $ 2620 $ 3.70
As of September 30, 2011 $ 2726 $ 646 $ 2753 $ 3.89
Market Value

As of December 19, 2011(2) $ 2725 $ 150 N/A $ 3.85
(H

Reflects Peoples shares at the exchange ratio of 0.1413.

@

Business day immediately prior to the public announcement of the proposed merger.

In the table above, book value per share on a pro forma basis assumes that equity has been increased by $31.1 million for December 31,
2010 and September 30, 2011. This change is the net result

27



Edgar Filing: SCBT FINANCIAL CORP - Form S-4

Table of Contents

of consideration transferred in the merger, including SCBT common shares with an estimated value of $33.1 million, and $13.4 million in cash,
less the redemption of the Peoples Series T and Series W Preferred Stock in the amount of $13.3 million, and one-time transaction expenses of
$2.0 million, net of tax that is expected to be incurred by SCBT. The fair value of SCBT's common shares was calculated by applying the
exchange ratio of 0.1413 SCBT shares for each share of Peoples common stock using the outstanding number of Peoples' shares as of
September 30, 2011, and $32.95, the closing price of SCBT's common shares on February 9, 2012. The price per SCBT share used to determine
consideration at closing will be based on the closing price of SCBT's common shares on the last trading day prior to the date of acquisition, and
will be different from the amount assumed in these pro-forma calculations.

For the pro forma combined SCBT book value per share presented in the table above, shares of Peoples' Series T and Series W Preferred
Stock, issued to the United States Department of the Treasury in conjunction with the Troubled Asset Relief Program (TARP), are assumed to be
redeemed immediately after closing for a total of approximately $13.3 million. The resulting impact to the pro forma combined SCBT basic and
diluted earnings per share amounts is the removal of the related TARP dividends and discount accretion for the periods presented.

Pro forma combined basic and diluted earnings per share for the periods presented include assumed amortization or accretion of certain fair
value adjustments made to loans, securities, CDI, non-compete intangibles and deposits. These inclusions increased net income by $776,000 and

$579,000 for the year and nine month period ended December 31, 2010 and September 30, 2011, respectively.
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CAUTIONARY STATEMENT REGARDING FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS

Some of the statements contained or incorporated by reference in this proxy statement/prospectus contain forward-looking statements
within the meaning of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995, including, but not limited to, statements about the financial
condition, results of operations, earnings outlook and prospects of SCBT, Peoples and the combined company following the proposed
transaction and statements for the period following the completion of the merger. Words such as "anticipate," "believe," "feel," "expect,"
"estimate," "indicate," "seek," "strive, project," "position," "target," "mission," "contemplate,"
"assume," "achievable," "potential," "strategy," "goal," "aspiration," "outcome," "continue," "remain,"” "maintain," "trend," "objective" and
variations of such words and similar expressions, or future or conditional verbs such as "will," "would," "should," "could," "might," "can,"
"may" or similar expressions, as they relate to SCBT, Peoples, the proposed transaction or the combined company following the transaction
often identify forward-looking statements.

non non "o

plan," "intend," "outlook," "forecast,

non non non non non

non non

These forward-looking statements are predicated on the beliefs and assumptions of management based on information known to
management as of the date of this proxy statement/prospectus and do not purport to speak as of any other date. Forward-looking statements may
include descriptions of the expected benefits and costs of the transaction; forecasts of revenue, earnings or other measures of economic
performance, including statements of profitability, business segments and subsidiaries; management plans relating to the transaction; the
expected timing of the completion of the transaction; the ability to complete the transaction; the ability to obtain any required regulatory,
shareholder or other approvals; any statements of the plans and objectives of management for future or past operations, products or services,
including the execution of integration plans; any statements of expectation or belief; and any statements of assumptions underlying any of the
foregoing.

The forward-looking statements contained or incorporated by reference in this proxy statement/prospectus reflect the view of management
as of this date with respect to future events and are subject to risks and uncertainties. Should one or more of these risks materialize or should
underlying beliefs or assumptions prove incorrect, actual results could differ materially from those anticipated by the forward-looking statements
or historical results. Such risks and uncertainties, include, among others, the following possibilities: (1) the occurrence of any event, change or
other circumstances that could give rise to the termination of the merger agreement between SCBT and Peoples; (2) the outcome of any legal
proceedings that may be instituted against SCBT or Peoples; (3) the inability to complete the transactions contemplated by the merger agreement
due to the failure to satisfy each transaction's respective conditions to completion, including the receipt of regulatory approval; (4) credit risk
associated with an obligor's failure to meet the terms of any contract with the bank or otherwise fail to perform as agreed; (5) interest risk
involving the effect of a change in interest rates on both SCBT's and Peoples banks' earnings and the market value of the portfolio equity;

(6) liquidity risk affecting SCBT's and Peoples banks' ability to meet its obligations when they come due; (7) price risk focusing on changes in
market factors that may affect the value of traded instruments in "mark-to-market" portfolios; (8) transaction risk arising from problems with
service or product delivery; (9) compliance risk involving risk to earnings or capital resulting from violations of or nonconformance with laws,
rules, regulations, prescribed practices, or ethical standards; (10) strategic risk resulting from adverse business decisions or improper
implementation of business decisions; (11) reputation risk that adversely affects earnings or capital arising from negative public opinion;

(12) terrorist activities risk that results in loss of consumer confidence and economic disruptions; (13) economic downturn risk resulting in
deterioration in the credit markets; (14) greater than expected noninterest expenses; (15) excessive loan losses; (16) potential deposit attrition,
higher than expected costs, customer loss and business disruption associated with SCBT's integration of Habersham, BankMeridian and Peoples,
including, without limitation, potential difficulties in maintaining relationships with key personnel and other integration-related matters; (17) the
risks of fluctuations in market prices for SCBT stock that may or may not
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reflect the economic condition or performance of SCBT; (18) changes to the payment of dividends on SCBT common stock as a result of
regulatory supervision or at the discretion of the SCBT board of directors; and (19) other factors, which could cause actual results to differ
materially from future results expressed or implied by such forward-looking statements.

For any forward-looking statements made in this proxy statement/prospectus or in any documents incorporated by reference into this proxy
statement/prospectus, SCBT and Peoples claim the protection of the safe harbor for forward-looking statements contained in the Private
Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. You are cautioned not to place undue reliance on these statements, which speak only as of the date of
this proxy statement/prospectus or the date of any document incorporated by reference in this proxy statement/prospectus. SCBT and Peoples do
not undertake to update forward-looking statements to reflect facts, circumstances, assumptions or events that occur after the date the
forward-looking statements are made. All subsequent written and oral forward-looking statements concerning the merger or other matters
addressed in this proxy statement/prospectus and attributable to SCBT, Peoples or any person acting on their behalf are expressly qualified in
their entirety by the cautionary statements contained or referred to in this proxy statement/prospectus.
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RISK FACTORS

In addition to general investment risks and the other information contained in or incorporated by reference into this proxy
statement/prospectus, including the matters addressed under the section "Cautionary Statement Regarding Forward-Looking Statements," you
should carefully consider the following risk factors in deciding how to vote for the proposals presented in this proxy statement/prospectus. In
addition, you should read and consider the risks associated with each of the businesses of Peoples and SCBT because these risks will relate to
the combined company. Descriptions of some of these risks can be found in the Annual Reports on Form 10-K filed by SCBT and Peoples for the
year ended December 31, 2010, as updated by other reports filed with the SEC, which, in the case of SCBT, are incorporated by reference into
this proxy statement/prospectus. You should also consider the other information in this proxy statement/prospectus and the other documents
incorporated by reference into this proxy statement/prospectus. See "Where You Can Find More Information."

Because the market price of SCBT common stock will fluctuate, Peoples shareholders cannot be certain of the market value of the merger
consideration they will receive.

Upon completion of the merger, each share of Peoples common stock will be converted into 0.1413 of a share of SCBT common stock. The
market value of the merger consideration may vary from the closing price of SCBT common stock on the date SCBT announced the merger, on
the date that this proxy statement/prospectus was mailed to Peoples shareholders, on the date of the special meeting of the Peoples shareholders
and on the date the merger is completed and thereafter. Any change in the market price of SCBT common stock prior to the completion of the
merger will affect the market value of the merger consideration that Peoples shareholders will receive upon completion of the merger. Stock
price changes may result from a variety of factors that are beyond the control of SCBT and Peoples, including but not limited to general market
and economic conditions, changes in our respective businesses, operations and prospects and regulatory considerations. Therefore, at the time of
the Peoples special meeting you will not know the precise market value of the consideration you will receive at the effective time of the merger.
You should obtain current market quotations for shares of SCBT common stock and for shares of Peoples common stock.

The market price of SCBT common stock after the merger may be affected by factors different from those affecting the shares of Peoples or
SCBT currently.

Upon completion of the merger, holders of Peoples common stock will become holders of SCBT common stock. SCBT's business differs
from that of Peoples, and, accordingly, the results of operations of the combined company and the market price of SCBT common stock after the
completion of the merger may be affected by factors different from those currently affecting the independent results of operations of each of
SCBT and Peoples.

Regulatory approvals may not be received, may take longer than expected or may impose conditions that are not presently anticipated.

Before the merger and the bank mergers may be completed, SCBT and Peoples must obtain approvals from the Federal Reserve Board, the
OCC and the State Board. Other approvals, waivers or consents from regulators may also be required. These regulators may impose conditions
on the completion of the merger or require changes to the terms of the merger. Such conditions or changes could have the effect of delaying or
preventing completion of the merger or imposing additional costs on or limiting the revenues of SCBT following the merger. See "The
Merger Regulatory Approvals Required for the Merger."
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Combining the two companies may be more difficult, costly or time consuming than expected.

SCBT and Peoples have operated and, until the completion of the merger, will continue to operate, independently. The success of the
merger, including anticipated cost savings, will depend, in part, on our ability to successfully combine the businesses of SCBT and Peoples. To
realize these anticipated benefits, after the completion of the merger, SCBT expects to integrate Peoples' business into its own. It is possible that
the integration process could result in the loss of key employees, the disruption of each company's ongoing businesses or inconsistencies in
standards, controls, procedures and policies that adversely affect the combined company's ability to maintain relationships with clients,
customers, depositors and employees or to achieve the anticipated benefits of the merger. The loss of key employees could adversely affect
SCBT's ability to successfully conduct its business in the markets in which Peoples now operates, which could have an adverse effect on SCBT's
financial results and the value of its common stock. If SCBT experiences difficulties with the integration process, the anticipated benefits of the
merger may not be realized fully or at all, or may take longer to realize than expected. As with any merger of financial institutions, there also
may be business disruptions that cause SCBT and/or Peoples to lose customers or cause customers to remove their accounts from SCBT and/or
Peoples and move their business to competing financial institutions. Integration efforts between the two companies will also divert management
attention and resources. These integration matters could have an adverse effect on each of Peoples and SCBT during this transition period and
for an undetermined period after completion of the merger. In addition, the actual cost savings of the merger could be less than anticipated.

The fairness opinion obtained by Peoples from its financial advisor will not reflect changes in circumstances between the date of this proxy
statement/prospectus and the completion of the merger.

Peoples has obtained an updated fairness opinion as of the date of this proxy statement/prospectus from Scott & Stringfellow, LLC,
Peoples' financial advisor. Changes in the operations and prospects of Peoples or SCBT, general market and economic conditions and other
factors that may be beyond the control of Peoples and SCBT, and on which the fairness opinion was based, may alter the value of Peoples or
SCBT or the prices of shares of Peoples common stock or SCBT common stock by the time the merger is completed. The opinion does not
speak as of the time the merger will be completed or as of any date other than the date of such opinion. The December 16, 2011 opinion does not
address the fairness of the merger consideration, from a financial point of view, at the time the merger is completed. The opinion that Peoples
received from its financial advisor is attached as Annex B to this proxy statement/prospectus. For a description of the opinion, see "The
Merger Opinion of Scott & Stringfellow, LLC." For a description of the other factors considered by Peoples' board of directors in determining to
approve the merger, see "The Merger Peoples' Reasons for the Merger; Recommendation of Peoples' Board of Directors."

Some of the directors and executive officers of Peoples may have interests and arrangements that may have influenced their decisions to
support or recommend that you approve the merger agreement.

The interests of some of the directors and executive officers of Peoples may be different from those of Peoples common shareholders, and
directors and officers of Peoples may be participants in arrangements that are different from, or in addition to, those of Peoples common
shareholders. These interests are described in more detail in the section entitled "The Merger Interests of Peoples' Directors and Executive
Officers in the Merger."

Termination of the merger agreement could negatively impact Peoples.

If the merger agreement is terminated, there may be various consequences. For example, Peoples' businesses may have been impacted
adversely by the failure to pursue other beneficial opportunities due to the focus of management on the merger, without realizing any of the
anticipated benefits of
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completing the merger. Additionally, if the merger agreement is terminated, the market price of Peoples common stock could decline to the
extent that the current market price reflects a market assumption that the merger will be completed. If the merger agreement is terminated and
Peoples' board of directors seeks another merger or business combination, Peoples shareholders cannot be certain that Peoples will be able to
find a party willing to pay the equivalent or greater consideration than that which SCBT has agreed to pay in the merger. In addition, if the
merger agreement is terminated under certain circumstances, including circumstances involving a change in recommendation by Peoples' board
of directors, Peoples may be required to pay SCBT a termination fee of $1.5 million.

Peoples will be subject to business uncertainties and contractual restrictions while the merger is pending.

Uncertainty about the effect of the merger on employees and customers may have an adverse effect on Peoples. These uncertainties may
impair Peoples' ability to attract, retain and motivate key personnel until the merger is completed, and could cause customers and others that deal
with Peoples to seek to change existing business relationships with Peoples. Retention of certain employees by Peoples may be challenging
while the merger is pending, as certain employees may experience uncertainty about their future roles with Peoples or SCBT. If key employees
depart because of issues relating to the uncertainty and difficulty of integration or a desire not to remain with Peoples or SCBT, Peoples'
business or the Peoples' business assumed by SCBT following the merger could be harmed. In addition, subject to certain exceptions, Peoples
has agreed to operate its business in the ordinary course prior to closing. See "The Merger Agreement Covenants and Agreements" for a
description of the restrictive covenants applicable to Peoples.

The unaudited pro forma comparative per share data for SCBT and Peoples included in this proxy statement/prospectus are preliminary,
and SCBT's actual financial position and operations after the completion of the merger may differ materially from the unaudited pro forma
comparative per share data included in this proxy statement/prospectus.

The unaudited pro forma comparative per share data for both SCBT and Peoples in this proxy statement/prospectus are presented for
illustrative purposes only and are not necessarily indicative of what SCBT's actual financial position or operations would have been had the
merger been completed on the dates indicated.

The completion of the merger may trigger change in control provisions in certain agreements to which Peoples is a party.

The completion of the merger may trigger change in control provisions in certain agreements to which Peoples is a party. If Peoples and
SCBT are unable to negotiate waivers of those provisions, the counterparties may exercise their rights and remedies under the agreements
(including terminating the agreements or seeking monetary penalties). Even if Peoples or SCBT is able to obtain waivers, the counterparties may

demand a fee for such waivers or seek to renegotiate the agreements on materially less favorable terms than those currently in place.
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THE PEOPLES SPECIAL MEETING

This section contains information for Peoples shareholders about the special meeting that Peoples has called to allow its shareholders to
consider and approve the merger agreement. Peoples is mailing this proxy statement/prospectus to you, as a Peoples shareholder, on or about
[ ] Together with this proxy statement/prospectus, Peoples is also sending to you a notice of the special meeting of Peoples shareholders and a
form of proxy card that Peoples' board of directors is soliciting for use at the special meeting and at any adjournments or postponements of the
special meeting.

This proxy statement/prospectus is also being furnished by SCBT to Peoples shareholders as a prospectus in connection with the issuance
of shares of SCBT common stock upon completion of the merger.

Date, Time and Place of Meeting

The special meeting will be held at 1818 East Main Street, Easley, South Carolina on [ ], at 10:00 a.m. local time.

Matters to Be Considered

At the special meeting of shareholders, you will be asked to consider and vote upon the following matters:

a proposal to approve the merger agreement and the transactions it contemplates;

a proposal to approve the adjournment of the special meeting, if necessary or appropriate, to solicit additional proxies in
favor of the approval of the merger agreement; and

a proposal to approve, on an advisory (non-binding) basis, the compensation that may be paid or become payable to Peoples'
named executive officers in connection with the merger.

Recommendation of Peoples' Board of Directors

Peoples' board of directors has determined that the merger, the merger agreement and the transactions contemplated by the merger
agreement are advisable and in the best interests of Peoples and its shareholders and has unanimously approved the merger and the merger
agreement. Peoples' board of directors unanimously recommends that Peoples shareholders vote "FOR" the approval of the merger agreement,
"FOR" the approval of the adjournment proposal and "FOR" the approval of the compensation proposal. See "The Merger Peoples' Reasons for
the Merger; Recommendation of Peoples' Board of Directors" for a more detailed discussion of Peoples' board of directors' recommendation.

Record Date and Quorum

Peoples' board of directors has fixed the close of business on [ ] as the record date for determining the holders of Peoples common stock
entitled to receive notice of and to vote at the Peoples special meeting.

As of the record date, there were [ ] shares of Peoples common stock outstanding and entitled to vote at the Peoples special meeting held
by approximately [ ] holders of record. Each share of Peoples common stock entitles the holder to one vote at the Peoples special meeting on
each proposal to be considered at the Peoples special meeting.

The presence at the special meeting, in person or by proxy, of holders of a majority of the outstanding shares of Peoples common stock
entitled to vote at the special meeting will constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. All shares of Peoples common stock present in
person or
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represented by proxy, including abstentions and broker non-votes, will be treated as present for purposes of determining the presence or absence
of a quorum for all matters voted on at the Peoples special meeting. A broker non-vote occurs under stock exchange rules when a broker is not
permitted to vote on a matter without instructions from the beneficial owner of the shares and no instruction is given.

Vote Required; Treatment of Abstentions and Failure to Vote

Approval of the merger agreement requires the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the outstanding shares of Peoples common stock entitled to
vote at the special meeting. You are entitled to one vote for each share of Peoples common stock you held as of the record date. Because
approval is based on the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the shares outstanding, your failure to vote, failure to instruct your bank or broker with
respect to the proposal to approve the merger agreement or your abstaining will have the same effect as a vote against approval of the merger
agreement.

The adjournment proposal and the compensation proposal will be approved if the number of shares, represented in person or by proxy at the
special meeting and entitled to vote thereon, voted in favor of each such proposal exceeds the number of shares voted against such proposal.
Therefore, if you mark "ABSTAIN" on your proxy with respect to the adjournment proposal or the compensation proposal, or if you fail to vote
or fail to instruct your bank or broker with respect to the adjournment proposal or the compensation proposal, it will have no effect on the
adjournment proposal or the compensation proposal.

Shares Held by Officers and Directors

As of the record date, directors and executive officers of Peoples and their affiliates beneficially owned and were entitled to vote
approximately [ ] shares of Peoples common stock, representing approximately [ % of the shares of Peoples common stock outstanding on
that date, and held options to purchase [ ] shares of Peoples common stock and [ ] shares underlying restricted stock awards. Each of the
directors of Peoples and Alexander C. Dye, Director of Expansion and Development of Peoples, have entered into voting agreements with
SCBT, pursuant to which they have agreed, solely in their capacity as Peoples shareholders, to vote all of their shares of Peoples common stock
in favor of the proposals to be presented at the special meeting. As of the record date, the Peoples directors that are party to the voting
agreements and Alexander C. Dye owned and were entitled to vote an aggregate of approximately [ ] shares of Peoples common stock,
representing approximately [ ]% of the shares of Peoples common stock outstanding on that date. As of the record date, SCBT and its
subsidiaries held [ ] shares of Peo
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