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Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of the registrant under any of
the following provisions (see General Instruction A.2. below):

o Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)
o Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)
o Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))

¢ Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))
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ITEM 5.02 DEPARTURE OF DIRECTORS OR CERTAIN OFFICERS; ELECTION OF DIRECTORS; APPOINTMENT OF
CERTAIN OFFICERS; COMPENSATORY ARRANGEMENTS OF CERTAIN OFFICERS.

On December 6, 2011, the Company s Chairman, Mr. W. H. Helmerich, 11, notified the Board of Directors of Helmerich & Payne, Inc. (the

Company ) that he intends to serve the remainder of his current term and will retire from the Company s Board of Directors effective on the
conclusion of the Company s March 7, 2012 annual meeting of stockholders. Mr. Helmerich has served as Chairman of the Board since 1987
and a Director since 1949. Mr. Helmerich s decision to retire is not a result of any disagreement with the Company or its management. Mr. Hans
Helmerich, President, Chief Executive Officer and current Director of the Company, will become the Chairman of the Board effective upon the
retirement of Mr. W. H. Helmerich, III.
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