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ITEM 5
OTHER EVENTS

On December 22, 2003, the Company issued a press release announcing an agreement
to acquire deposits and a branch located at One Executive Boulevard in Yonkers,
New York from City & Suburban Federal Savings Bank. The acquisition marks
Sterling National Bank's expansion into the Westchester marketplace and
will be the bank's tenth banking location in New York. The transaction is
anticipated to close in February 2004, pending regulatory approvals and certain
other conditions of closing. The press release is included herein as Exhibit
99.1.
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ITEM 7
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS, PRO FORMA FINANCIAL INFORMATION AND EXHIBITS

(a)   Financial Statements of the Business Acquired.

      Not Applicable

(b)   Pro Forma Financial Information

      Not Applicable

(c)   Exhibits

      99.1 Press Release dated December 22, 2003

                                    SIGNATURE

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the
Registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

DATE:   December 23, 2003

BY:     /s/ JOHN W. TIETJEN
        ------------------------------------
        JOHN W. TIETJEN
        Executive Vice President, Treasurer
        and Chief Financial Officer

                                  EXHIBIT INDEX

Exhibit
Number
-------

  99.1          Press Release dated December 22, 2003
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